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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

On 26 October 1954, a confidential meeting was held by the Comm-ttee
for German Unity. This meeting was sttended by the chairmen of GDR
political partigs and the editors-in-chiet of GDR newspapers.
Valter Ulbricht, on this occasion, spoke on the tasks of the
political parties and the press. In his speech, Ulbricht ciated
that it was the mission of the politicai parties and of thre
Hational Front to discuss, in small circles, the events of the
recent general elections. Ulbricht admitted that the population,
in this respect, had voiced concerns which nust not be overlooked.
wuel of the criticism voiced was justified. On the other hand,

i+ must be considered that some pecple had suddenly indulzed in

o dangerous inclination of klackening everything that lent itself
“o criticism. This tendency toward negative criticism had
incrsased after the electicns because the pcpulation had not
understood the characher of the democcrasic electicn procedure.
This could only happen because the pcelitical parties had utterly
neglected their duties in the re-education of certain bourgeais
circles. lioreover, these parties had puf up with ideclogical
shorteomings which formed a ho‘bed for hostile propaganda,.
Ulbricht stated that it was inadvisable to discuss these problenms
in public at the preseni moment. It would, therefore, he Jncorrect
tactice to deal with this situation in the pres.. Ihe moss urgent
task of the press waes to show the verman vopulation, on the basis
of the situation prevailing in West Germany, ow right the policies
¢f the GDR Government are.

Ulbricht then proceeded to criticize the GDR press. He stated that
every careful reader could not help but feel that GDR newspapers
were run by nincompoops. Ulbricht referred %o the imminent elections
in Yest Berlin, Hesse, and Bavaria. These elections, accoriing to
him, offered a chance of pointing out the fundamental difference
between general elections in East and Jest Germany with rerard to
both the electoral preocedure and the selection of candidates.

Rerely did it happen, however, thai a newsparer in the GDR puvlished
even & short notice on these elections in Test Germany. ¢o fupion was
rife in Bonn. The government coalition was endancered by serious
rifts. Adenauer had been compelled to threaten the promulgzotion
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of a state of emergeacy. Ho information whatsoever avpeared on
these alfairs in the GDR press. Editors of newspapers completaly
failed to realize the great line in politics. The moment was
very propitious for an overthrow of Adenauer's rovernment but
nothiny was done by the newspapers io incite public indignation
azsinst the Test German Chancellor and ryive the signal for e
concentrated attack against his rule. The occasional reproduction
of articles published by the 5ED press service was completely
inadequate. The GDR populotion wanted %o be appealed to by men
whon they know in person. The editors-in-chief of newspapers
oust, tiherefore, be aware of their vital mission at this
juneturs and should nourish the indignation of the population
against reaction and fan its enthusiasm in the {i ht for the

re-unifization of Germaay.
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